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From M. SMEDLEY ASTON To..Mary. Harvey

Subject......Notes. Lo BECTU. v ccmenreesssensens

When I left school in 1929,1 went into Advertising in London. However,lhe Depr~

ession began in '30 so my career as an Adman lasted a bare 18 months. I had
wanted to get into Films & after several attempts,managed to land a job

at British International Pictures at Elstree - or to be more precise,Bore-
ham Wood. My 'pay' was 25/— p.w. as unit runner - I don't think they used
3rd Assistants then. After 2 & abit years,l'd become a lst Assistant and
was in the big money, &5 p.w. B.I1.P. didn't use Production Managers,so the

lst Asst: carried the whole Production. After 15 Films,I quit & got a job
at Gaumont-British (Lime Grove) as Assistant to Raoul Walsh,who was to dir-

ect ”D.H.M.S.ﬂ,an Army recruiting picture .starring Jimmy Cagney. Unfortunately

Warner Bros slapped an injunction on J.C.,so we had to settle for Wallace

Ford (Wallace who?). To my chagrin,for want of a better word,Mr Walsh had

his own Assistant but as luck would have it)same'was Dave MacDonald & we

became firm friends. I worked on the first Film he directed,"When the Pop-
pies Bloom Again" in Black & White & was able to give him his last job as a
director on an episode of "The Third Man" which I produced at Elstree B.l.F

Studios. . My spell at 'The Bush' was brief,as the Osterers had overspent

& as last in,I was first out! Fortunately,I was able to get a job as lst Asst

at Shepperton (Sound City) with George King,a maker of quota quickles with

such titles as 'John HalifaxGentleman', 'The Ticket of Leave Man'& several

Films with Tod Slaughter,who has become something of a cult in France.

George didn't pay over the odds but was a very nice man to work for & he

gave me my first break as Production Manager. We turned out one 'film' every
3 weeks,so after nearly 3 years I left (amicably) to join M-G-M at Denham.

Can't recall the exact reason but I took over as lst to Sam Wood on the

original version of "Good-bye Mr Chips" starring Robt Donat & Greer Garson.

I then did 'The Chinese Bungalow' with George King & went back to M-G-M
to start on "Busman's Honeymoon" but Hitle¥ marched into Poland & Ben Goletz
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Dear Mary,

[ couldn't write sooner,as I've only just got confirms
lon re our travel arrangements. Unfortunately,British Midland
has a monopoly in air travel to London,so the prices of fares ar
astronomical. Full rate to London is £249; whereas one can fly
from London to Las Vegas for £251! Anyhow,we aim to be 5 days
in The Smoke arriving p.m. on Sun: 27th.

I've had a look at the BECTU leaflet,the History Proje

and am quite willing to participate. I'm enclosing some notes re

1—

my pre-war activities,when I wcrked at Elstree,Lime Grove,Denham
& Shepperton. I think that Wed: 30th would probably be the best

time to recerd musings. 1'll need some guidance re how much deta

c

1s requlired. tlstree in the '30s was a far cry from Boreham

Wood to-day.

['m sure that you've been in touch with Carole Lloyd
but apart from Gerry McKnight,whom I'm trying to contact,I can't

think of anyone else who one might contact. Brian has told me

that Roy Boulting will be the chief Speaker.

P.5. sorry. Just realised I put the carbon back-to-front
on my notes.
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Dear Mary,

As 1 said when you rang on Monday night,I was about
to write to you. However, our delayed journey back plus some
other 'spanners',conspired to prevent me.

It was very pleasant to see you again& my only re-

~gret was that we didn't have an opportunity to have a proper

chat. When 1 agreed to do the recording,l had no i1dea that
1t would take so long but I certainly don't regret doing it.
There were a couple of 1items which occured to me afterwards.

(A) Return to Elstree: Post war,I did a Film & a

T.V. series there. The Film was "So Little Time" with Maria
Schell ,produced by Aubrey Baring & directed by Bob Bennctt.

10 years later (1962) I was asked by the B.B.C. to produce the
2nd half of the 2nd series of “"The 3rd Man" starring Michael
Rennie. Irving Asher had done numbers 1 - 13 1in Hollywood &
was set to come back to U.K. to complete the series but at

the last minute decided not to. There was a Canadian character
named Vernon Burns who was the network Rep: but the Script
Editor,to me the most important factor in a T.V. series,was
Donald Wilson,whom I knew well from B.I.P. days. It wasn't a
very inspired series,] recall that Rennie had an A.P. credit,
but the money was quite good.

(B) My struggles with Sam Spiegel a.k.a. S.P.Eagle.
He was by far the most colorful & amazing character 1 ever

encountered in my career. Due to his turbulent times 1n USA

& divers global hotspots,he delighted in getting into a corner
& having to fight his way out! I guess he had a certain charm
but it was reserved for dames,as he was a great womaniser. We
had a somewhat ancient Lewis (All Quiet on t w f)zas Director.
The original Director was Edmund Goulding,whom I met at Heath-
row & he regaled me with stories of how he'd been a butcher's
boy in Walton-on-Thames . Unfortunately,he went up to Warwick

Castle to spend thef week-end with the Earl,an old buddy from
Hollywood & went on a bender. Sam ignominously fired him...

¥ e Steng

- —.




T T

I was in a somewhat unique position as Sam couldn't fire me as

U.A. wouldn't allow him to sign any cheques & I was the main
signatory! Sam was wont to disappear to the South of France
with some bird & as a rule,things went fairly well as I got on
0.K. with Milestone. As soon as oam resurfaced,he'd stirp things
up & then try & sort things. Half-way through,the Star,Patrice
Munsell,announced that she was pregnant but Sam couldn't blame me
she had her husband handy. We spent 10 days in R.0.H. Covent
Garden & used to meet members of the*Geneieve Unit for drinks

at the Nag's Head.Each side stated that IT was the worst Film
they 'd ever worked on. We made a bet & I won easily. 'MELBA'

as far as I can ascertain,was so awful that it's never been show
on T.V. Ah well,at least U.A. asked me back later to do "Gentle-
men marry Brunettes" (another Box Office pippin) with Bob Basler

as Producer. He was an extremely nice & cultured man'
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Enough of this waffle....
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