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Dear @gﬂy%@t,?\)pﬁfi‘z7

Thank you for your introductury brochure which our staff have
sent to me.
I will tell you a little about me.
I was a staff cameraman for the BBC based at TFS BEaling for 28years. I went on
working as a Freelance Director of Photography for a further six years,untill
1594. I was then 66years of age. I was forced to stop working when the chief
surgeon of Roehampton hospital informed me that as a result of my X-ray I
required an hip operation, he also told me that Roehampton was clesing for
this service. 1 dig eventually receive my operation in Oct.1997 in Hereford
just before my 69th.birthday. a 3%year wait,for a pain relief operation. This
was quite quick in those days. I am now a permanant cripple.
1 started work in 1943 at Lingua Synchron at 82,Wardour St. London.Wl. Major
De lane Iea.R.E.,was the boss of our unit. My basic job was to assist Mrs
Gladdis Breson the firms Negative cutter. She was an attractive lady in her

those days as a Jjunior you had to Join the applicable union. Through the help
of Mr Jack Byron I joined the staff of Denham & later Pinewood .working upon
gréj: feature films(for the Rank Orgonisation. 1945,"A Matter of Life andDeath"
“™>. Royal Command Film, released in 1946. Director of Photography;Mr Jack
waraiff.In those days he was a young man in his mid-thirties. For me this film
we  followed by, "Black Narcissus. In 1946 I went with Chris Challis upon his
Firs. job as Director of Photography. Upon the film,"The End of the River.
This was the first feature film to work overseas since the end of the war . Upon
this film we went with the actor Sabu and a full technial crew some 3,000mls
-aiong the river Amozon. We were away for over 9months. I was due to serve my
National Srvice. Upon my return to England I Joined,The Royal Air Force. After
training I was sent to Nol,Radio school.R.A.F.Cranwell College.Completing my
training, I and my fellows were posted to the Rhineland. I was attached to a
RADA foreward direction post, (15053.FDP,an extensive new Radar unit.I was put
in charge of the radio section of this mobile RADAR unit when the man who had
been in charge;Cpl.Huggins, was sent upon his De-mob.
In 1948 the Russians hagd surrounded Berlin. Food and supplies were flown into
Berlin by our Radar unit which was based upon the Rhine not far from Koln,
some 400mls away.We were the best.
2lst.March 1949. I was demobbed. The date is alsc the date that the Follies
Berger opened in Iondon. This had some meaning for me as my father,Lucien
Samett(Theatrical Producer, started non-stop revue a 4Centuery earlier,in
~~itral London at The Windmill Theatre. Upon De-mob I returfied to Pinewood and
~~< British Film Industry. Thanks to g healthy 1ife in RAF, I was a good
Athlete. With the help of friends I had run the rile in 4min20secs while at
Cranwell Collage in 1947. 1In 1951,upon Chiswick track, T took the ¥mile
championship for Pinewood Studioes.My prize was a kiss from a Rank Starlet and
a large cup.To be held by the studio, for one year.My time for this
event, Z2mindsecs. 7seconds outside Arther Wints World Title.Cinders and running
spikes in those days. Non of these £40,000 tracks and Nike trainers. The pay
in the RAF,£4-4shillings a fortnigbt.Returning to Pinewood a raise in pay. £3-
10shillings each week.Petril was two shillings and six pence per Gallon.
Filming at Pinewood Studioes for the next three years included;"The Astonished
Heart"(Noel Coward)."So Long at the Fair"(Jean Simmonms,Dirk Bogarde,Walter
Pigeon).Director Terry Fisher,Producer Tony Darnborough.l was also asked to
shoot a film test of a Rank starlet.
After 3years I wished to broaden my experience and joined,The Red Cross and
St.Johns as a member and drove an Ambulance.We drove British cars in those
days and very good we were.
Onto April 1962.The BBC inducted me into Film Qepartment based at Ealing
Studios,Faling.london.W5.Later to become famouse as.BBC.TFS,Ealing. Where I o, (Twued
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Wnere I served the next 28years as a Staff member and a further six years as a
Freelance Director of Photography. I was the first film cameraman to
film,Tomorrows World, the pilot ~f Dads Army and upon the passing of,Jimmy
Balfour,I worked extensivily for,David Croft.OBE..Iwas envolved in filming
many of the War zones since the end of the second European War. In November
1966 I was sent to Cairo,Egypt;(The six days war between,Israel & Egypt. I was
put incharge of our small current affairs unit. Sandy Mckray was the scund
engineer. I carried out all the camerawork and instructed the Canadian

reporter on where and how to carry out his duties; something I had done many
times before.

I fiimed lots of Drama. The Cnedin Line(Dartmouth). Who Pays the Ferryman;3
months in Crete.lots of,Blue Peters & childrens programmes. I filmed through
the sound barrier.lots of work with the great Fyfe Robertson. Including a
shoot in Sicily with the Anti-Mafia, namely Dolce. It was very sad for me,when
it became news that he had been assinated. Well I could write lots & lots. It
has been a great life. It is sad that I end as a cripple. There is somuch that
needs recording.
I wish you all success in your chosen field and hope that you can keep your
staff working well,
sincerely,
Max Samett.F.R.P.S.
{Director Wildtrack."
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